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A SHORT HISTORY OP OUR TIMES
compelled the others to follow, and by the afternoon of September 9 the whole German army from Verdun to near Paris was in retreat to new positions behind the Aisne and Vesle. The Germans had made a last attempt to retrieve die position by an attack across the Moselle in which they hoped to cut off Verdun, but this too was foiled by the timely arrival of reinforcements.
In eactent, in numbers engaged and duration, there had been no batde like the battle of the Marne in the previous history of the world. In one phase or another it raged over a front of 140 miles ; a million men were engaged in it, and it lasted for five days. The British force was only 100,000 strong, but the " old contemptibles," as they liked to call themselves,1 were among the best-trained troops in the field, and they played an important part at a decisive point. In the operations thus far the little British army had given their Aflj just the support it needed to tip the balance in its favour and frustrate the German plan, but immensely the greater force had been French, and it was evident that, if the war continued, the British contribution in men would have to be enormously increased.
The Beginning of the Trench  War
Looking back to it in the light of the long conflict which we are apt to think of the batde of the Marne as *>ening of the Great War.   But it was decisive in yed the idea with which Germans and Austrians war.    That was to defeat the French and seize pid outflanking movement through Belgium, and ; a comparatively small force to hold Paris and 1 French,  to  march with the Austrians against already related, Moltke, the Chief of the German mrad, the Austrian Chief, in June, 1914, that they lave disposed of the French in six weeks, and then throw the greater part of their forces conjointly jtrian against Russia.   It was apparendy assumed man descent upon Paris would be too rapid for
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:o an alleged description of the British army by the Kaiser as mptible little army/* The Kaiser afterwards strongly denied : used the words.Isad crossed the Marne, and the order was given to von Kluck to fall back in conformity with von Biilow. The retreat of these two armies
